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Chapter 3: The Vikings and the Emergence of England :
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What you will learn about in this chapter:

The Vikings: who they were, where they came from and why the AnglBaxons were so
terrified of them.

How King Alfred of Wessex fought back agast the Vikings from the Somerset Levels.
How a sense of English identity emerged amongst the Ang&axons during that time.
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Great Britain.

The unification of England under King Athelstan.

4EA OAOGEOAT 1 &£ Ii11 AOOGAOCEAO AT A OEA #EO
attempts to bring kings close to the Church and to establish a new form of Christian
kingship.
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The Viking Menace:

In 789, according to theAnglo-Saxon Chroniclg a record compiked by monks in Wessex

from the ninth century z there was a disturbance in a small town on the south coast.

When a royal official went to investigate, he found that a group of foreign men had
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These foreigh men, who wereVikings, had no intention of following orders, so they

promptly drew their swords and killed the unfortunate official. Four years later, in 793,

a separate group of Vikings raided the eastern coast Nbrthumbria, sacking the

monastery at Lindisfarne, murdering the monksand stealing their treasure. The Vikings
had arrived in Britain.

SHETLAND ISLES (% W J7 :
5 Xy \ ’L‘
ORKNEY NORWEGIANS J T
ISLES S | S
o~ ™ LSWEDISH
oy

NORTH A N
SEA N ST
ZPICTS | DANESY' 2L
A b O
'1’ N : 2 ’ V'.t.;-'
v, %, lindstame SNUSIN -
\ - \ N /"
) RIS
y - ’, — S .
\% S York {
: % 203 o ?
KENGDOMS Ge <
/ _IRISH { 25
: ) ¥/

Viking attack routes
11 the 9th
7 and 10th centuries

FRANKISH

EMPIRFE

Map depictingthe route of Viking attacks upon the British Isles, which began in
the late eighth century.
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The Vikings came from the part of northern Europe which is now called Scandinavia.
They travelled in raiding bands, trading with and stealing from the other soeties they
encountered. As most Vikings were not literate, they did not leave their own written
sources behind. Western European sources, like tnglo-Saxon Chronicledescribe the
Vikings as brutal and violent; there are many accounts of their destrtiee behaviours.



Moreover, they were very likely pagan and may have taken pleasure in attacking
Christian religious figures like monks.

The material evidence, discovered by archaeologists, paints a rather different picture of
these enigmaticpeople. The Vikings were able to become extremely wealthy and they
left behind large deposits of silver coin, known as hoards. Furthermore, theleveloped
trade routes throughout Europe and Arabia, which shows they were skilled navigators;
there is even some archaeological evidence to suggest that the Vikings sailed as far as
Canada. Although they were savage and violent, the Vikings were also rekadly able
explorers.
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Drawing of a Viking longboat. Boats such as these were used by Vikings to carry «
raids across Western Europe.

At first, Anglo-Saxon kings were able to persuade the Vikings to leave by offering them

large amounts of silver coin. This was known as paying tribute and the Vikings soon

realised that they could easily exact tribute from the AngkSaxons by threatening

violence. As time went on, however, th¥ikings began to look for more permanent

settlements z throughout the 850s, they started to spend the entire winter in Britain. In
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shores. This army numbered several thousand men and it swept across the An§laxon

kingdoms. Kent, Mercia and Northumberland fell to the Viking sword: towns and

villages were ransacked, whilst Saxokings were either killed or forced to flee. Only

Wessex remained independent of Viking control.

In 871, following a series of Viking victories, Alfred became King of Wessex. Upon him
rested the fate of his kingdom and of Angk&axons throughout the British Isles. Having
been pushed bak to the marshes of Somerset by the Great Heathen Army, Alfred was
reportedly forced to take shelter in the home of a local peasant woman. When the
woman needed to leave her kitchen to fetch some supplies, she told Alfred to make sure
that the cakes in theoven did not burn; when she returned, she found Alfred fast asleep



and the cakes burnt and inedible. Alfred had been reduced liwing like a peasantand it

seemed that the Anfp-Saxon cause was lost.

Selection of silver items from the Cuerdale Hoard, buried by the Vikings.



Glossary:

Viking (n): a member of the Scandinavian seafaring people who raided Britain from th
late eighth century

to raid (v): to carry out a sudden attack on an enemy or building

Scandinavia (n): the area covered by thmodern countries of Denmark, Norway and
Sweden

pagan (n): a person who holds religious beliefs other than those of the main world
religions

hoard (n): a secret store of money or valuables

to pay tribute: to give money or hostages when they are demanded,usly by a
conquering force

to exact tribute: to demand and obtain money or hostages
to ransack (v): to steal things and cause damage in a particular place

peasant (n): a poor farm labourer of low social standing
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1. Which of thesephrases most closely matches the meaning of tt@A O

a. To work out exactly how much money is required
b. To meet someone unexpectedly or come across something
c. To put someone or something in danger

2. Which of these phrases most closely matchebé meaning of theadjective
@OAEAAI?I T CEAAI &
a. Relating to the study of digging up historical sites and analysing their contents

b. Relating to the study of history
c. Relating to the study of societies from northern Europe
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3. Which of these phrases most closely AOAEAO OEA [T AATET C T & OEA

AdAAO OOEAOOAGE
a. Historically, using violence or the threat of it to force somebody to make a
payment
b. Historically, using violence or the threat of it to force somebody to praise their
enemies
c. Historically, usingviolence or the threat of it to force somebody to fight their
enemies



4. Using the words from the box below, complete the following sentences in your
exercise book.

a. During the era of decolonisation, many former colonies became
griregnivere responsible for their own governance.

b. Journalists often described the novelist as , because they could
not work out what she was thinking.
c. The was not simply a place for monks to sleejit arakeat
acentre of education and healthcare.
d. The more books you read, the more highly you are likely to
become.
e. The young men decided to the local shoipersizaling
great value.
enigmatic literate
ransack independent
monastery

(be sure to answer in full sentences)

1. What happened in Wessex when a royal official went to investigate a disturbance

on the south coast in 7897
2. What did the Vikings do to the monastery at Lindisfarne?
3. From which part of Europe did the Vikings come?
4. Why did Vikings not leave their own written sources behind?
5. Where did the Vikings develop trade routes?
6
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7. How did the AnglaSaxon kings first persuade the Vikings to leave?
8. When did the Great Heathen Army arrive on the British Isles?
9. Which was the only AngleSaxon kingdom to remain free of Viking control?
10.Who became King of Wessex in 8717

11.Why does the story of Alfred andtheA OOT O AAEAO 1 AEA EO OAAI

Saxon cause was lost?

0. AOGAO AAEI OA EAO OOAE OAOOI O ApbdalomAA EI

monks afraid of the VikingsReferto their military ability and their religious context.

Explain who the Vikings were and how they threatened the Saxon kingdoms of the
British Isles, using the following words in your answerScandinavia, to raid , monk,
monastery , to pay tribute ,to exact tribute , hoard,to ransack andindepend ent.
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Three Kings: Alfred, Athelstan and Edgar:
Alfred the Great:

When Alfred lived among the peasants in the Somerset marsh&sgland did not yet exist.

It seemed for a time that a large part of the British Isles would be permanently ruled by
the Vikings. However, within eighty years of this low point for Alfred and the Saxons, he
and his successors had unified England and turdeit into one of the most stable and
prosperous kingdoms in Europe. In the 870s, few could have predicted such a turn of
events.
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Aerial photograph of Athelney, where Alfred sheltered from the Vikings, rising frc
the flood waters of the Somerset Levels.

Though Alfred was isolated, he was extraordinarily determined and unwilling to cede
lasting victory to the Vikings. Rallying tle local people of Somerset and Wiltshire around
him, he led a counterattack against the Great Heathen Armylefeating a large part of it
at the Battle of Edington in 878. This battle proved to be the decisive turning point, for
Alfred was then able to puk the Viking armies out of Kent and much of Mercia, eventually
concluding a peace treaty with their leader Guthrum in ca.886.

Alfred and Guthrum agreed two important things in the treaty. Firstly, they carved up

land: north of London and the old Roman roaaf Watling Street would remain Viking
OAOOEOI Ouh ETT xT AO OEA O3$AT Al Ax8h xEEI OO0 OE
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formerly pagan Guthrum agreed to be bamsed into the Christian faith. This was,

therefore, both a political and a religious triumph for Alfred.



Upon his death in 899, Alfred left a kingdom larger and stronger than any his ancestors

had governed, yet he also left to his successors an important cultural legacy. Recognising

the importance of monasteries for the education of his people, Alfred founded Athelney

Abbey and encouraged a growth in reading, writing and the production of manuscripts.

In this period, before the invention of the printing press, these manuscripts had to be

copied by hand, usually by trained monks, who were literate in Latin, the language of

AA AT i1 PEI AAh xEEI OO0 1T AEAAOO 1 EEA OEA ££AIT O
interest in the production of art. For his military successes, his religious devotion and his
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Photograph of the Alfred Jewel ca.87899. The Jewel was probably the top of a
pointer, used to help readers keep track of their place in a bddie Old English
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gains, continuing to fight battles against the Vikings well into Danelaw territory. Using

fortified towns as bases, they defeated the Vikings time and again until, in 927, King
Athelstan was able to gain lordship over the north and unify the Kingdom of Elagpd. This

meant that all the people of England now had to recognise Athelstan as their king, but it

did not necessarily mean that they had much in commonthere were different laws in

different parts of the country, different cultural identities and evendifferent languages. A

military unification had been achieved, but the political unification was to follow.

It fell to King Edgar the Peaceable, who ruled from 959, to achieve this. In 970, he held an
important meeting at Easter time, inviting all the mos powerful earls and churchmen to
his court. Edgar believed that life in England could only recover from the Viking attacks
if the English Church were restored; he ordered the foundation of forty new monasteries,
giving his Archbishop of Canterbury, Dunsta, responsibility for their construction.



At this time, the monasteries of Englandere supposedto folonOQ EA 02 &1 A EIAD8HOS8
which regulated the daily life of monks and ensured they lived holy lives. Dunstan set

about ensuring that every monastery in England was following the Rule, whilst also
founding new and wealthy monasteries in places like Ely and Peterborough. Reétigs

centres like Lindisfarne, which had fallen victim to Viking raids over the years, were

rebuilt and repopulated. In the figures of Edgar and Dunstan, Crown and Church worked

hand in hand to achieve religious uniformity.

Photograph of the ruins of Glastonbury Abbey in Somerset, once led by Dupstan
before he became Archbishop of Canterbury.

Accompanying this process of rafjious reform was a push to achieve political unity.
Edgar now required all powerful men from the north to attend his court, bringing
Northumbria and Mercia more tightly under his control. As land was the basis of all
wealth and power in the Middle Ages, @gar knew he could use it to his advantage,
granting land to his closest supporters and controlling how much land each individual
owned.

Edgar alsoreformed the system of coinage in 973 so that there was a standardised
currency throughout England and, in he same year, he was crowned for a second time.
The crownwas placedon his head ly Dunstan; this emphasisd the religious character of
%A C Ayl @s well as his position as King of England. Edgar had used the Church to
consolidate his political power, but this also meant that both themonarchy and the
Church had a claim to being the most powerfuhstitution in the land z whether people
ought to listen to their king or to their priests was an unresolved question which would
cause problems for many Engéh kings throughout the Middle AgesNevertheless,
WACAOGO UI OTcAO OI1T ' AOEAI OAAh xET AAAAT A |
prosperous and broadly united kingdom. Though old regional loyalties remained, the
nation of England was held together by agyiod of peace and religious growth.



Glossary:

successor (n): a person who takes over from somebody else

to unify (v): to bring separate groups or bodies into one coherent whole
treaty (n): a formal agreement between two countries

manuscript (n): a handwritten book or document

earl (n): a powerful landholder with responsibility for local justice
Crown (n): the institution of monarchy

court (n): the residence of and advisors to a monarch; the place where legal judgements
are made and passed down

to consolidae (v): to make something stronger or more stable
monarchy (n): rule by a king or queen

priest (n): a person who works for the Church and helps people with religious matters
in the local community

1. Which of these phrasesmos& 1 T OAT U | AOAEAO OEA [T AATEITC T A&
a. To bring or join together as one

b. To break apart into small pieces
c. To assert control over an area of land
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2. Which of these phrases most closely matches the meaning of tdjectve® 1 1| EDEAAIT 8

a. Relatingto the practice of religion in a country
b. Relating to the society in a country
c. Relating to the government of a country

Ou

3. Which of these phrases most closely matches the meaning ofthé 0T &OOAAOU

a. An extended piece of writing
b. A type of handshake which cofers respect
c. A formal agreement between rulers or countries

4. Using the words from the box below, complete the following sentences in your
exercise book.

a. Although the United States of America is a country, many
people still strugglewith homelessness.
b. Due to a lack of funding, the library will have to close .
c. The trial will go to as soon as the barristers have prepared
their cases.
d. There are a number of backbench MPs who are regarded as potexti
to the Prime Minister.
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judgement on local disputes.
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prosperous Successors

court court

permanently

(be sure o answer in full sentences)

1. At which battle did Alfred defeat the Vikings in 8787

2. Which two things were agreed between Alfred and Guthrum in their peace treaty
of ca.8867
3. What was the Danelaw?
4. How were manuscripts produced during this period?
5. ForwhichOEOAA OAAOI T O EAO ']l £ZC0AA AAAT T A ETT x|
6. What was King Athelstan able to do in 9277
7. $AOAOEAA OT 1T A 1T £ OEA AEAZAOAT AAO AAOxAAI

following its military unification.
8. In 970, how many monasteries did King Eday order the foundation of?
9. 7TEAO AEA OEA 0201 A 1T /&£ 3060 "AT AAEAOCS Al e
10.How did King Edgar set about achieving political unity? Give two details from the
text.
11.Describe the kingdom which King Aethelred inherited in 978.

11 FOAA xADOAAI OEET & E1T £ AOGAA ET 061 IiLAGGAROOEA 1 A
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Explain how England became a single, unified country, using thelmking words in
your answer: Viking , Danelaw, treaty , unification , Church, Crown andto
consolidate .

Owi cl ATA AEOAO OEA OAT OE AAT OO6OU xAO OAAT AC
southern part of the British Isles evabed to become one kingdom in the period 419
975.

To what extent was the period 41Q 975 a time of instability and chaos in England?
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What you will learn about in this chapter:
(AT OU )80 OAEUOOA 1T &£ PI xAO ET ppnm AT Al EEO A
The Investiture Controversy and the compromise reached between Henry | and Anselm.

The reconquest of Normandy from Robert Curthose.

How the death of William Adelin in 1120 led to another succession crisis. How the
English barons swore allegiance to Matilda.

4EA AOGAT OO T &£ ppouv AT A 30APEAT SO AT 1T A |[OAEUOGC
followed between Stephen and Matilda and the impact whichhts had on England and
the position of the barons.

The conclusion of this civil war and the emerging role of Henry FitzEmpress.

D

How Henry Il made major changes to English government, especially to the legal system

under the Assizes.
The dispute betweenHe®U ) ) AT A 4EIT T AO "AAEAO xEEAE 1 AA

Conflicts between Henry Il and his ambitious sons.




The Lion of Justice:

In those tense few days following his coronation, when it was feared that Robert Curthose

might return from war at any moment and seize the kingdom, one of the first things which

King Henry | did was to write a letter to Anselm. HA ACCAA 11T OAT 1 60 &I OCE(
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his people. He asked Anselm to return from his exile to England as quickly as he could

and see to his duties as Archbishop of Carbury. A reluctant Anselm agreed.

Drawing of a medieval king investing a bishop with a crozier, the symbol of their
authority as leader of a&Christian community.

For a time, it seemed that the king would be able to work closely with the Church again,

as Edgar the Peaceable and William the Conqueror had done during their reigns. Anselm
organised the marriage of Henry to Matilda oBcotland, helping to secure an important

AT TEATAA AlTTC %l cl ATAGO 11 OOEAOT AT OAAOh «x
meeting of all the leading churchmen in England in 1102, where the high standards
introduced by Lanfranc were reviewed and strenthened. However, there was one point

of tension which eventually drove Anselm into exile again.



